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We’re on a mission!

crossing borders
wi��o�� res�ric�ions

�ood �or ��r��es�
good �or ��mans

Sea Turtle Conservation Bonaire’s �ission is to ensure that Bonaire’s sea
turtles have a secure future, and to connect people to sea turtle conservation in
ways that inspire caring for nature.

Although it has been difficult for humans to
travel due to COVID!"# regulations, for
migratory species such as sea turtles, there are
no such restrictions. Adult sea turtles, for
e$ample, travel between their foraging and
nesting home once a year %males& or once every
two to three years %females&. 'o learn more
about the movements of adult turtles, where
they forage and what (range states( they cross,
)'CB has been trac*ing sea turtles for almost
two decades.

+ust li*e our community, sea turtles on Bonaire can only thrive when our
ecosystems are healthy. 'hat’s why )'CB addresses issues that directly a,ect sea
turtles as well as biodiversity in general and social well!being on our island.

bonaire ��r��es
na�iga�iona� mas�ers
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The job
Transect-count surveys are one of the scientific methodologies that we use to collect
data on resident populations of green and hawksbill sea turtles. This data allows us to
estimate yearly sea turtle abundance and long-term population trends.

In 2020, 108 surveys were conducted on the west coast of !onaire and around "lein
!onaire by #T$! sta% and volunteers. &or each sea turtle detected, observers recorded
species, si'e, time, location and behavior. #ampling around "lein !onaire and along
the west coast was completed between (anuary and )arch. *lthough both green and
hawksbill turtles were observed island-wide, counts of greens were much higher than
hawksbills at all sites. In total, observers recorded 2+, green and 21 hawksbill turtles
during the 2020 surveys.

In--ater #urveys2

km swam
7observers x 108 x 1-km transects

756
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Biodiversity and community
To address other biodiversity and social issues, #T$! also collects data on species that are
important for our local fishing community and the coral reefs, the base of our economy. &or
instance, in 2020 we collected population data on barracudas, rainbow and midnight
parrotfish, sharks and rays. .ata shows that areas in the north and south of !onaire are higher
in both species richness and diversity than the areas around /laya, most likely because these
areas are less sub0ected to human disturbances.
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-hen snorkeling or diving in !onaire4s waters, you are more likely to spot green than hawksbill
turtles. !ased on 15 years of in-water research, #T$! estimates sea turtle abundance to be 666
green and ,0 hawksbill turtles along the west coast of !onaire and around "lein !onaire. There
is no trend for green and hawksbill turtles in western !onaire.

In--ater #urveys 7

3

11145.7
Rainbow Parrotfish

Average number of individuals
observed per round of surveys

@ West coast of Bonaire & Klein Bonaire.
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Capture-Tag-Recapture

netting in 2020

Recapture(s) of individually marked sea turtles provide us with valuable information for their
conservation. This includes growth rate, approximate age, presence/absence of disease, human and/or
natural induced injuries and overall health of the resident population. Additionally, by taking !"A
samples of captured turtles, we get a better insight in the distribution and composition of #aribbean $ea
turtle populations. $tatistical modeling, based on %& years of net'capture surveys in (ac )ay (*++,'
*+%-), shows that green turtle numbers are slightly increasing in this area.

tagged turtles as of 2020

>3,500

surveys conducted in 2020
63

manhours in water
840

"etting at (ac )ay.

��naire turt�e�
na�igati�na� �a�ter�

!uring *+*+, we conducted &, netting sessions at (ac )ay over / one'week periods between 0une and
!ecember. 1ne netting week had to be cancelled due to covid'%2. A total of %.. juvenile and sub'adult
green, three hawksbill and one loggerhead turtle were captured, weighed, measured and tagged. This
included */ recaptures, turtles that had already been captured during previous capture'tag'recapture
e3orts.



��naire turt�e�
na�igati�na� �a�ter�

�ea turt�e �ea�t��
�i�r�papi����at��i�

/

4hen sea turtles are captured, $T#) checks if they are healthy. 1ne of the diseases
that is present in green turtles is 5bropapillomatosis (67). 67 is a disease
characteri8ed by tumors concentrated around soft skin tissues, the eyes, and the base
of 9ippers. #auses of the disease are not fully understood, but factors such as
environmental pollutants and urbani8ation may be associated with 67:s occurrence.
"umbers vary widely; in *+%/ about ,+ per cent of captured turtles showed signs of
67, in *+*+ this number declined to ,./ per cent. 4hen possible, $T#) ties o3 the
tumor(s) as research has shown that this may trigger the auto immune system of
turtles, thereby inducing tumor retreat.

/"etting at (ac )ay

Occurrence of visible fibropapillo�a�osis on �reen �ur�les in an� aroun�
�ac �a� be��een ���� an� �����
Tumors are concentrated around soft skin tissues, e�es and t�e �ase of �i��ers�
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The job
Between May and December, every
morning staff and volunteers patrol the
beaches most used by nesting turtles to
record activities, including false crawls
(unsuccessful nesting attempt, no eggs
laid), confirmed nests (eggs were
located) and suspected nests (eggs could
not be observed, but site disturbance
suggests that a nest was laid). Finally,
after each hatching event, the nest is
excavated and an inventory of the
contents is made to calculate hatching
success.
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$he long-term trend in nesting for both haw'sbills and loggerheads remain stable
and continue to suggest that the populations are .uctuating around an average of /0
nests for loggerheads and 12 nests for haw'sbills on our index beach.

Trends
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Traveling abroad
Sea turtles are migratory throughout their entire life. The information
received from the satellite transmitters provides valuable insight into the
turtles’ foraging and breeding habits. Identifying sea turtles’ migratory
routes and distant foraging grounds also aids understanding the regional
patterns of the species and provides valuable information in support of
regional strategies for conservation. Since STCB's tracking program
began in 2003! "e have tracked sea turtle migrations from Bonaire to ten
di#erent 'range states'$ regions "here our breeding turtles spend a large
portion of their lives.

max distance in km
traveled by a single turtle

(range: 197-3,135 km)

3,135

In %ugust 2020! STCB deployed its 2&th satellite transmitter on a
ha"ksbill turtle. The transmitter "as sponsored by Contour'lobal
Bonaire and they named the turtle '(lappie'. %fter leaving Bonaire!
'(lappie' travelled to %ruba! "here she stayed for a fe" days! before
continuing her )ourney "est! to the *iskito Cays! an archipelago o# the
coast of +icaragua. '(lappie' is the ,th tracked turtle to go to this area!
highlighting the importance of this area for Bonaire's sea turtles.

satellite transmitters

placed by stcb

2!
1"
#o$range states $or
%onaire&s sea turtles

&'lappie&

Satellite Tracking-
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Endless learning opportunities

spreading the message
STCB normally organizes a minimum of 24 public
presentations and workshops to educate the
general public, volunteers and schoolchildren
about endangered sea turtles and their habitats.
Due to C!"#D$%&, most public presentations were
cancelled, but STCB did organize %2 presentations
for schoolchildren in the beginning of the year.

'ear after year new volunteers, interns, sta( and
students learn about the biology, ecology and
conservation of sea turtles while participating in STCB)s
pro*ects and activities. +t STCB, we believe that these
hands$on e,periences are the most valuable of all when it
comes to creating awareness and positive changes in
human behavior towards the protection, not only of sea
turtles in particular, but of the whole natural
environment surrounding us.

Edu�ational e�ents

in ����

�hildren rea�hed in presentations�� ��� interns up to ����
��

�onaire turtles
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Global threats local threats

turtle rescues in 2020

�oo �an� �not�so�luc��� turtles

The International Union for the
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) has
identified five major hazards to sea
turtles: fisheries bycatch, direct take,
coastal development, pollution in the
form of plastics !discarded fishin"
"ear and, of course, climate chan"e#

The most serious challen"es facin" $onaire%s
sea turtles are not direct threats like fisheries#
Instead, they are indirect and mostly related to
a rapidly increasin" human population and,
conse&uently development# These indirect
threats to sea turtles are also the major hazards
to $onaire%s rich ecosystems, biodiversity, and
our &uality of life#

'('( )as a lucky year for si* sea turtles on
$onaire# T)o nestin" females )ere rescued after
"ettin" stuck in +ashin"ton ,ark, at ,laya Chikitu
and +ayaka I# +ith the help of -TC$ sta. and
volunteers, they )ere able to return to sea safely# /
hu"e thanks to all the people that reported
entan"led and!or injured sea turtles in '('(0

Unfortunately, )e also had a total of 1 juvenile and adult sea
turtles dyin" in $onaire )aters durin" '('(# Themain causes
of death included boat!foil strikes and entan"lement#
/dditionally, )e received a report of poachin": the carapace
of a juvenile "reen turtle )as found durin" a clean2up at 3ato
$ako# / police report )as filed by -TC$#

Threats4(

bonaire turtles
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International Partners
Wider Caribbean Sea Turtle
Conservation Network (WIDECAST)
World Wildlife Fund Netherlands (WWF-NL)

Regional/Research Partners
CARMABI (Curaçao)
Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance (DCNA)
Groningen University
Loggerhead Marinelife Center
Nature Foundation St. Maarten
Parke Nacional Arikok (Aruba)
Saba Conservation Foundation
Sea Turtle Conservation Curacao
St. Eustatius National Parks Foundation
Turtugaruba
Wageningen University

Local Partners
Bonaire Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DRO)
Echo Bonaire
Ministry of Agriculture, Nature & Food Quality
Jong Bonaire
NGO Platform
Openbaar Lichaam Bonaire (OLB)
STINAPA Bonaire
WILDCONSCIENCE B.V.

Local Business Partners
and Supporters
These businesses provide ongoing support to STCB
programs and activities through the donation
of in-kind materials and/or services:
Administratiekantoor Brandaris
Adventure Makers Bonaire
Beyond the Corals
Boat Yard Bonaire
Bonaire Marine Center B.V.
Bonaire East Coast Diving
Carib Inn
Cargill Salt Bonaire
Dive Friends Bonaire
Div’Ocean
Elements
Harbour Village Beach Resort
Harbour Village Marina
Mangrove Info Center
Nautico Marina
Nos Consuelo
Plaza Marina Bonaire
SELIBON
VIP Diving

2020 Volunteers
BEACHKEEPER PROGRAM VOLUNTEERS
Aja Radl & Scott Gilchrist, Andrea Merino, Angela
Diters, Anneke Heĳning, Astrid Roedoe, Bill & Bunny
Horton, Brigitte Boekhoudt, Bruce and Karen Zavon,
Carine Van Riel-Murĳn, Cathleen & David Whillock,
Catrien van Manen, Christel Damen, Don Wedman,
Geert Nielen, Gerdĳanne Leestemaker, Hannah Taylor,
Hans & Jannie Koning, Hellen Volmerink, Linda Maas,
Lizette Navantieri, Loek & Vera Maartens, Loes Hak,
Marianne Scholtz, Marieke & Nils, Nicole & Noa
Roomer, Nicole Rĳsemus, Sue O'Brien, Yhaira Grigsby.

IN-WATER SURVEY/NETTING VOLUNTEERS
Aja Radl, Babette Prick, Bill & Bunny Horton, Brenda
Free & John Magruder, Daniela Simal, Duncan & Gwen,
Eddy Klĳs, Emma Pratt, Felipe Velasco, Geert Nielen,
Ger Bakker, Guy Kalron, Hannah Taylor, Hans & Jannie
Koning, Hettie Holian, Hilde Bakker, Jack van Geel,
Jenna Fletcher, Jess, Jim Cooke, Julia, Julián Baker
Echavarría, Maria-Clara Arboleda, Marianne Scholtz,
Mavelly Velandia, Patti Dougherty, Rob Hulsbergen,
Scott Gilchrist, Scott Johnson, Sophie Zeegers, Sue
O’Brien, Thĳs Aberson, Titia & Theo Jongepier.

PRESENTATION VOLUNTEERS
Angela Diters
Loek Maartens

bonaire turtles
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Partners, supporters and volunteers 11

Total volunteer hours
presentation

hours

10
inwater surveys hours
1471

nest monitoring hours
1491

netting hours
840

cleanup hours
63 = 3,875



STCB is a non-proAt, non-governmental organization.
We raise funds through conservation and research grants
and contracts, merchandise sales and from individual and
business donors.

Since BCCD,WWF - Netherlands has been the
Eagship funder for STCB’s sea turtle conservation
work on Bonaire.

Flagship Funder 2008 – 2020

Major Funders

Barbara Chu
Boat Yard Bonaire
Casa Presioso
Cargill Salt Bonaire
Gĳs, Mieke, Daan, Sam & Florine Botman
Plaza Marina
Rob Hulsbergen

Administratiekantoor Brandaris
Alain de Brouwer & Dinska Dohmen
Best Cellars Bonaire
Brave Water Foundation
Bruce Brabec & Marlene Robinson
Buts Technical Consultancy
Dan & Christine Fisher
Daniel Hefter & Heidi Malm
dNM Interim
Doris & Martin Elle
Dr. Robert Andrew Rutherford Trust
Findling Family
Hamlet Oasis Resort
Harbour Village Beach Resort
Harbourtown Real Estate
Illuseum Berlin
International TaF Advisors BV
Jim & Judy Kewley
Joan & Alan Zale
Labor Omnia Vincit BV
Loek & Vera Maartens
Nederlands-Belgische
Schildpaddenvereniging
QVillas Bonaire
RE/MAG Paradise Homes
Sand Dollar
Sue & Kevin O'Brien
Sunbelt Realty Bonaire
Sundhevy & Stĳn
The Laughing Seahorse
Villa Kiki
VIP Diving

Gold Funders/Donors [$500 - $999]
Anders Emrich
Bonaire Pros
Eden EsseF
Greg Oppenhuizen
Indigo Properties
Katie Gilbert
Peter Ollendorf
Randall Grottke
Scott & Carole Johnson
Simone Penders
Vereniging van Appartementen Lac
Bay Casitas

Silver Donors [$100 - $499]

Annika Gustafson
Bernard N Brans
CW Berkhout
Damian Sprangers
David Satan
Franciscus Wĳnants
John Clarizio
Jolande Sap
Lindsey Johnson
Martha Lewis
Mary Chamberland
Ton Muller
Anonymous donors

Bronze Donors [$50 - $99]

Funders & Donors1B
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You Can Make
a Difference!
Whether it’s HI, H1CC, or HI.CCC,
whatever you give makes an
important diJerence. 1CCK of funds
received online will go directly to the
protection of Bonaire’s endangered
sea turtles (only the Paypal fee will
be deducted).

Your donation will help fund the
following programs: nest monitoring,
in-water surveys, clean-up events,
turtle rescues, education and
awareness pro-grams, training,
advocacy and satellite tracking.

Dutch Charitable
Status
As of January 1st BC1I, the Dutch
TaF Service (Belastingdienst) has
granted to Sea Turtle Conservation
Bonaire ANBI status. ANBI status
also favors STCB’s Donors in
countries that grant taF concessions
to foreign registered charities, as well
as those based in the Netherlands.
Donors who have made a donation to
STCB may be able to deduct the
amount from taFable income.
More information regarding STCB’s
ANBI status here.

You can buy original STCB T-shirts, research hats and jewelry at the
Mangrove Info Center, VIP Diving, Dive Friends Bonaire Retail Store,
Harbour Village Beach Club, Dive Friends LResort Bonaire, DelAns
Beach Resort and at our oMce. Because these businesses donate their
retail services, 1CCK of the proAts from every STCB item you buy go
directly to sea turtle conservation.

Our oMce is open on weekdays between N:CC a.m. and I:CC p.m.
We are located at Kaya Korona IO, Kralendĳk, Bonaire,

Caribbean Netherlands.

Ways to donate

Donate online through PayPal
Please be advised that donations to STCB are processed via PayPal by
Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance (DCNA) of which STCB is a member.

Donate by bank transfer

BANK TRANSFER ON BONAIRE
Maduro & Curiel’s Bank Bonaire
Account name: Sea Turtle
Conservation Bonaire
Account number: 1C11PNBCN

BANK TRANSFER IN USD OUTSIDE
BONAIRE
BeneAciary: Sea Turtle
Conservation Bonaire
Account number: 1C11PNBCN
BeneAciary Bank: Maduro &
Curiel’s Bank Bonaire
Swift code: MCBKBQBN
Correspondent Bank: Standard
Chartered Bank
Aba Q CBPCCBIP1
Swift Code: SCBLUSOO

BANK TRANSFER IN EUR FROm
tAE NETAERLANDS
BeneAciary: Sea Turtle
Conservation Bonaire
Account number: NLR1 RABO
CO1O BSBI BP
BeneAciary Bank: Rabobank

BANK TRANSFER FROM EUROPE
BeneAciary: Sea Turtle
Conservation Bonaire
Account number: 1C1.1PN.BCN
BeneAciary Bank: Maduro &
Curiel’s Bank (Bonaire) N.V.
Address: Kaya L.D. Gerharts QD1
City: Kralendĳk
Country: Bonaire, Caribbean
Netherlands
Telephone number: TINN-R1I-
IIBC
FaF number: TINN-R1R-RBSN
Swift code: MCBKBQBN
Correspondent Bank for Euro:
Ing Belgium SA NV
City: BS Avenue MarniF, B-1CCC,
Brussels
Country: Belgium
Swift Code: BBRUBEBB

When making a direct transfer,
please mention your e-mail
address in the comments as we
would like to thank you for your
donation.

You can help protect Bonaire’s sea turtles by donating to STCB. We
welcome – and depend on – the financial support of people like you.

Available only on Bonaire,
STCB clothing is made
from soft, earth-friendly
1CCK organic cotton &
recycled plastic bottles.
STCB pendant necklaces
are made from bone,
beach seed & horn. They
are the product of artisans
in Costa Rica & Bonaire.

SAOP



Nest adoption benefits
Supporting Bonaire’s widely-loved sea turtles
by adopting a nest allows for prominent
visibility: through press, word of mouth and
social media STCB puts the nest adopters’
name and logo in the spotlight. But that’s not
all: the adopters also receive a uniUue Adopt-
A-Nest certiAcate, and their name and/or
logo are displayed on STCB’s Nest-O-Meter.

Each adoption includesB
V A certiAcate of adoption.

V A summary of your adopted nest (e.g.
species, number of hatchlings).

V Increased eFposure for your company.

V A more secure future for Bonaire’s sea
turtles.

Sea Turtle Conservation Bonaire offers companies and individuals on Bonaire and further aAeld the
opportunity to Adopt-A-Nest. Adopting a nest is a meaningful way to link your company’s brand or
your name to the protection of Bonaire’s most iconic wildlife. You can Adopt-A-Nest by donating
HPCC, thereby investing in a sustainable future for Bonaire’s sea turtles.

Aow a symbolic nest adoption
helps BonaireCs sea turtles
Your donation for our Adopt-A-Nest program helps us to
protect the nests that are laid on Bonaire’s beaches in the
interests of sea turtle survival. Your support enables us
to:

V Relocate nests that are in danger of drowning.

V Rescue newborn turtles that become wrapped in roots
during hatching.

V Sustain the popular Beachkeeper program.

V Collect data that will help us protect nests better, as
well as reveal the health status of Bonaire’s sea turtles.

For more information, please contact S��� at
stc���onairet�rtles�or� or ���� ��� ����


